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TEA AND SYMPATHY

Tapanese teahouses inspived a modermist Connecticut house

aviginally built by an architect for his own family and now sensitively renovated

Ten years dgo, when Susen Leaming and
||4.'| |:|_|_|~1|':|.|1-.]. Eric |"|h|||'='|'|. decided o
imovee thetr base oor of Manlarean, they
spspected several veproduction Coloe-
mials in New Canann, Connectiout. B
inetead of o foex mansg, ey porcloeod
i mEdoentan-
pberm buomse thet aechitect John Black
Lare Buoied bile fior himsell in 139536, Te'
e il mzany soelar olass boses erected

sommet hiing aucthemic:

b aesipginers such as Morewl Brever aml

The omocashite cateniar of lohn Black Lee’s

Ny Crarc Kooioowu
Philigy lahinson afver World Wor 11, when
e oW wiis o meecca for moderniars
SR LRI Nru' Yourk l."il!,'.

| weas teveng To shaowe it 2 mosd-
e hemgee conld e lived am sacoosdully
by an American family,” Lee eaplains
pobay, A st unibes 2000 square feet,
the efficient liode building comprises
anly seven rooms. A boghe-cethinged
kivchwess, dinine, and biving space is
Mamskoed tr the cast v the wesr by pairs

of hodroomis, Beoween each pair, Lee
s ez skvlin bathrosom,

Even thoagh the steoemure Tl
|'.|||-|'|.|. cmgl asl :'-||||1'||'\-. thie Pidlishes |:|'.'4_'||
e plan and never considered tesring
Lee’s howr showmn, Rarher theey ropainaeld.
rehmished, or peplbwod nearly everything
oy i aee of Bonche bnstalbgons ine
cloded CRpeREhve how-valrags *1|"t'rl|l|-;11h.
Philipge =trck Bathroom sinmks, and
bilack sl tiles onn the galley-kiechen =

14951 meulcamist hoacse (o) is mevar padated grav-goeon; Jour bedvoome lank the

exniral kitchen, dining, and living spoce. Remssation included replacing wosd porch columing with delioate metal uprights.
Piating stwinless-seeel-framed [Fns in the lving room (above right) replaced Lee™s sriginal alwminem picture wimdow fabore keft).
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In contrast to the original
plan (right), windows with

wallpaperlike views in each of
the four bedrooms now extend to the
corners of the house (above). Old
(below left) and new (below right)
shots of the kitchen show how
raising the roof enlarged Lee’s

wraparound clerestory.
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floor. More substantively, Toshiko Mori,
their young Japanese architect who
teaches at Harvard, had wood porch
posts replaced with high-tech-looking
columns: skeletal T-shaped uprights
made of stainless-steel plate sandblasted
for an extremely matte finish. Interior
columns were lengthened and rein-
forced with similar metalwork so the
ceiling of the large central room could
be raised a crucial 18 inches.

Enlarged clerestory windows as-
cend to the new ceiling, capturing views
of old pines. These trees were Lee’s inspi-
ration for the sylvan pavilion’s indoor-
outdoor Japanese-teahouse aesthetic. But
where aluminum-framed sliding glass
windows once evoked paper shoji panels,
today Mori’s stainless-steel glass doors
swing like weather vanes on pivot hinges.

Lee’s original sliding doors have
been reused in a freestanding glass-
walled garage, parked in the front yard
at the edge of the pine clearing. Still,
comparing the renovated house with
photographs of it published in 1964 by
the New York Times induces a strong
sense of déja vu. “That’s because there’s
really nothing to it,” says Lee modestly.
“I made walls to shape the air inside.
The style comes from the people who
live there, but the architecture is hard
to lose.” m
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